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ell, I must admit | never would have dreamed how

well our 28" anniversary Gathering would have

turned out when Darrell Steuer pitched it to usenor
than a year ago!

First, | never in million years, would have guessedwould
celebrate it without him there in person. | mushécowever, |
more than occasionally felt his presence and sendidy of you.
Many members approached me and said they felt Damding
down on us and encouraging the fellowship he sedabout this
group. We will never forget his dedication to us!

Second, | never thought that Ric Zittenfield woutdunteer as
interim president and then do such an admirablejab This
from a guy who (by his own admission) joined theaBbbecause
he couldn’t take the guilt of the young punk headticed to the
MTA a couple years prior, now volunteering his timg¢hout

him! | am pleased to say | am that (not so) youmgkpb Thank
you Ric! I hope | can always benefit from your sageice.

Next are this year’'s newcomers to Board servicd: Afdreassen
and Fran Hurley. Phil really went above and beyitredcall to
make Spearfish a success this year. Includingndulimited to
organizing, mapping and checking rides and the sioms rather
stressful job of getting us our t-shirts, hatsf gbirts, etc. If
pressure makes diamonds, then Phil is a real gerotl @n ya
brother! Fran, despite some painful family losthés year,
stepped up to take on the task of mailing the nettesk and she
did a great job. Thanks to you too Franny!

Then there was the disappointment of my “little’tdy Keith
Yedica stepping down from the Board. We will missihput to
the various votes and discussions that are a pre@roups’
everyday activities! Fortunately for us all, Keg&hd his lovely
bride Bonnie have agreed to continue to operatsttire and

by Joel Bachhuber
MTA President

club’s office from their home in Casco Wisconsine\8buldn't
do it without you guys and you do it so well.

How about the surprise of Tom Smith stepping up@mtb the
Board! Welcome aboard Tom, it's great to have with us.
Tom has already begun his task of learning all atfoaijob of
Secretary, so that Harvey Wilson can take a bremk the post
next year. Harvey has been corralling votes abdl#&ing results
for (I think) more than three years now! Even pnisrs get time
off for good behavior, huh Harvey?

| certainly wouldn’t have thought | would have &inquish my
job as Treasurer of the Motorcycle Touring Assaeiathis soon.
But alas, Susan Frye has volunteered to take ot don't
think it could have been turned over to better sagdisan is the
real deal when it comes to finances and | am camdrthat she
will accomplish more in three months than | hatdhiree years.

Lastly, | could not have believed that the Boarda®ctors
would ask me to try to fill Darrell’'s shoes, or tihe membership
would so graciously accept me to the task. Whanst hegan
working with Darrell | thought he was good at thé just be-
cause he was such an affable blue collar kind pf @ell that

old saw about not judging a book by its cover igegtrue. As
time wore on, | began to see an industrious, tenacand patient
leader with the heart of a philanthropist! Hmmrthdught, just
maybe | should listen more and talk less.

I will do my best to perform the job as well as Edirdid.

God Bless and ride safe!
Joel “Big Daddy” Bachhuber
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Submitted by walshd:

The Business Section asked readers for ideas on
"How Would You Fix the Economy?"

A reader submitted the following:
Dear Mr. President,

Please find below my suggestion for fixing Amer-
ica's economy. Instead of giving billions of
dollars to companies that will squander the money
on lavish parties and unearned bonuses, use the
following plan. You can call it the Patriotic
Retirement Plan:

There are about 40 million people over 50 in the
work force. - Pay them $1 million (make it 4 or
5 million) apiece severance for early retirement
with the following stipulations:

1) They MUST retire. Forty million job openings
- Unemployment fixed.

2) They MUST buy a new American CAR. Forty mil-

lion cars ordered - Auto
Industry fixed.

3) They MUST either buy a house or pay off their
mortgage - Housing
Crisis fixed.

It can't get any easier than that!

* kx *

Submitted by Bikenut:

If you would like a 2009 Gathering Tee shirt we
do have 7 tees left over. (LARGE ONLY )Cost
would be $16.00 + 2.00 shipping.

If you would like one Please call the main Office
at 1-877-833-3687 to place your order. Credit
card orders or call and hold one then send check.

Remember this shirt has the Dedication to Darrell
on it to remember him for what he did for the
club.

Submitted by garykcmo:

| have a friend whose son is looking for a good
used Venture. If anyone has one and is inter-
ested in selling, please email Jerry at aro-
tek@suddenlink.net.

Submitted by walshd:

I'm looking for some risers for a Honda VTX1800
Retro. The stock risers are a little too short
for me.

Thanks and let me know.

* k%

Submitted by fudd11:

For sale: $1,164.95 certificate for a Neosho
Starlight Model 16 fiberglass (tow behind your
motorcycle) trailer my wife won @ the 2009 Spear-
fish Gathering. This includes $929.95 trailer

with $90 flexride suspension, $60 swivel hitch,

$35 gas shocks, & $50 cooler holder.

Per Neosho Inc. (1-800-641-4647), trailer can be
upgraded to any & all of their options to include
upgrading to any model they sell (http://
www.neoshotrailers.com - click on "price sheet"
to see options & trailer models) by paying the
difference in cost. Trailer has to be picked up @
Neosho, Missouri or can be shipped to your home
(e.g. shipping to Allentown, PA was less than
$200) Best offer over $500 takes it. We reserve
the right to withdraw sale at any time - we have
it for sale locally.

Email carol.nemeth@rcn.com or fudd@rcn.com. Thank
you.

September 10-13 October 1-3
FL1 Fall Fling 22nd Annual Texas Gathering
Tellico Plains, Tennessee Kerrville, TX

September 17-20
Delmarva Bike Week
Ocean City, Maryland

Visit the online calendar at www.mtariders.com ¢tw @r check
events.

Have an article or ad you would like to see puldi$lin the next Motorcycle Roads? Become part oMfiA community by joining the
forums at http://www.mtariders.com, or send youquest to webmaster@mtariders.com. All submissiensiie the property of the
Motorcycle Touring Association and content may dbiged for publication.
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“Dear Diary” - MTA Gathering 2009
Submitted by Mike and Ann Marie, Missouri Chapter 1

Sunday, June 21st Dropped Tommy off at the kenn@leen. Got
back home, finished some last minute packing arediée off
around 10. Traveled 435N to I-29N. In St. Joe, pitkip 36W. In
Belleville, took 81N, followed by I-80W, and 2818topped in
O'Neill for the night - aka "the Irish Capital oeNraska". Saw lots
of corn fields, wheat, cattle ranches. Gas statwere few and far
between!!! Great riding - sun, very little traffiand not too hot.
What more could we ask for?

Monday, June 22nd Took 20W to 83. Arrived in MurBfound the
Pioneer Auto Museum. Lots of cars from all erasde - many call-
ing out to be restored. Headed across 1-90. Toelstienic byway
(240) through the Badlands. Wow!! What scenery! I@qguicture
outlaws hiding out from their pursuers. Almost féte we were on
another planet. Saw lots of cute little prairie slog our way out of
the park. Next stop, Wall, for our free ice watmgood tourist spot
that was mobbed with people! Hopped on 1-90W arideat at
Spearfish - our "home-base" for the next three dalye Holiday
Inn and Convention Center was huge, and well-eqdgdpr a gath-
ering such as ours. We got in too late to atteedMbnday night

the Boondocks, gambled at Tin Lizzie in Deadwoaot] then vis-
ited Tatanka. A peaceful, interesting sight. Backie hotel, and a
dip in the pool. The Gathering dinner and awardsmeny was
held that evening. Big Daddy Joel announced thatd®chosen to
be head of the board. He will be a good leader.éMaming ended
with a friendly visit poolside.

Friday, June 26th Hopped on 90E to Rapid City. #®9385S to 2.
Visited Carhenge in Alliance. Drove through the Nedkan Sand
Hills. Raced lots of BNSF trains. Counted 135 aar®ne train -
loaded with coal. At 7pm, arrived in Grand Islandking for a
room. None to be had - a 4H Shooting Tournamentheasy held
all weekend. Drove on to York. Got the last roombize 500 miles
today. Phew!!

Saturday, June 27th Went South on 81 to Marys\alhg, then took
36E to St. Joe. Arrived home around 1 pm. Whatkatgrip - beau-
tiful weather, amazing scenery, friendly peoplgpgable cycling.
2000 miles in total. Can't wait to go back !

dinner, which included a Western show.

Tuesday, June 23rd Ate a tasty breakfast at thed'ibiuffet. Chat-
ted with some of the Gathering attendees. Pasletgister early.
We drove through Spearfish Canyon - simply awesddepped at
the Boondocks, Trout Haven (Nola's former emplgyany then
went on to Mount Rushmore. How impressive! Althotigbre were
lots of tourists, the place didn't feel crowdedoK@ tour with
Ranger Jackie - really liked her, and how she ehgkd us to think
about the controversy associated with buildingehssulptures
upon a sacred ground. On to Deadwood. Walked artheatbwn.
Had the biggest chicken-fried steak known to math@iMineral
Palace. Hurried back to the hotel to meet theakstr group for
Bingo. Was good to see Nancy & Tom and Cindy & Maklso

met Bob's friend, Tom, who was lucky enough to ame of the
Bingo rounds. What's a gathering without an iceereun? Culvers
was within walking distance. The conversation gidt,sand we all
laughed and laughed. Ask Tom about the differemtevdien the
Grizzly Bear and the Brown Bear. Ask Mark about Budgfalo who
likes to chase motorcycles.

Wednesday, June 24th First stop of the day was BvmRapid
City to take the President tour. Bronze life-sixeges of most of
the Presidents. Very cool. Where was Lincoln? Bexhrough
antique shops, and had a yummy mocha at a coftge Ehove
west to Sturgis, and visited the motorcycle museldad our chap-
ter dinner at a Mexican restaurant in Spearfiskerded the busi-
ness meeting. Tom was elected to the board!! Qur shonsored
the pie and ice cream social - and we collected$@w®ard our
PBTF Ride for Kids charity. Thanks to all who healpa the event,
and thanks to the generosity of the entire groupattempt at Star
Gazing was made - on a hill spotted by Mark & Ciedylier in the
week. Thought we saw a couple of satellites go mhgby, or was
it a plane or something more alien ??!!

Thursday, June 25th Had a breakfast buffet poolsidéhe
Masseys' terrace. Wanted to go caving, so we dmBdack Hills
Caverns. Neato! Almost felt like we were spelunkiHgd lunch at

Nice Ride in North Carolina Mountains
Submitted by walshd, MTA Forum Member

Good moring folks. Wanted to let you know of allseaice
(technical) ride | found while on vacation in NGtaveek. About
12 miles east of Brevard, NC just off Hwy 276 issERork Road...
Itis full of really tight twisties and steep gradelt is not a gently
flowing passage but a really technical ride fullvefy tight s turns.
Probably not going to be the ride for the fainhefrt. Very little
traffic and some fairly good views. It's not asrsic as the park-
way, but the 10-15 mile drive is much more curvd amorth the
effort if you are in the area. | can't believadrdt have my bike!

Hope some of you give it a try, you won't be diszipfed.

Jul / Aug
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Test Ride - BMW K1300GT
Submitted by Gary Droege, Missouri Chapter 1

Mary and | traveled into another dimension Satundhile attend-
ing Engle Motors' Triumph Open House. Our LT il storking
great, but as technology marches on, BMW has aflagship for
the sport touring market called the K1300GT (GThdt&for Gran
Turismo). We have purposely not ridden the GT &arfof catching
the GT FLU bug going around. But as we both fedltis yester-
day and in control, we threw caution to the wind fimped on this
160 horsepower power plant for a ride.

The bike does not come standard with a passengkrds nor a
trunk, so Mary held on tight as we left the dedigrsvhich was full
of people admiring the Triumphs, although there s@se BMW
shoppers in the store taking advantage of a freehlof hot dogs,
brats, and cookies supplied by Norm and his séeffwe left, sales-
man Pat briefed me on the updated handle bar denttach have
turn signals more "Americanized" than the normain@m set-up.

Then it was off to ride as far as we wanted acoaydd Pat. We
headed east on 1-435. As | started up the on-tanngerge into
traffic, | soon realized this wasn't the old LT &swsed to. The dif-
ference in acceleration to highway speeds was aimmaZhe power-
band for those strong at heart kicks in aroundpdk. \WWOW! Mary
held onto the hand grips, but had | really kickedhie full power of
this machine, she would have been bouncing dowinthestate as
it will literally do wheelies in the first three ges (so | am told by
those foolish enough to want that experience).

We exited onto MO-210 and then north on MO-69 talsdriberty.
| was trying to find some curves, but without mjet brain
(Garmin Zumo 550) | was under a slight handicap.tWeed on
MO-33 and headed towards Kearney easily passingftarcar,
sometime 4 or 5 at a time. This machine has "speettiket" writ-
ten all over it!

Soon it was time to head back south towards theedsdap. We had
a great test ride and it really had our fever wp,vbe managed to

stay in control and not do anything financially
foolish as we turned the key back into Pat's
hands. The place was still busy as we left Engle
and made a stop at HUB Cycle to say hello to
Mike and Susan. Then it was off for lunch at
Panera Bread before heading home to do some
weekend chores, mow the lawn, get groceries,
clean house, etc.

Take our advice, if you want to ride a rocket,
you can do so at Engle on either a BMW or a
Triumph. WARNING! The sticker shock on the
BMW is dangerous to your health. We have our
eye on a used 2007 K1200GT for sale in Austin
TX, but haven't decided if we want another bike
in our garage. We hope everyone had a great
weekend and we look forward to sharing our
experiences at the next club breakfast. If by
chance we aren't there, it probably means we are
on our way back from Austin...

UPDATE: Deal fell through at the last minute.
We had our trip planned when the dealer informedvaeould
only "test ride" the bike for 5-10 miles. We tolorhwe would not
travel 700 miles for a test ride of 5-10 miles! 8@, are still looking
and dreaming. Just can't afford a new one, that'sure! Weather
this morning looks like we made a good decisiothase are bad
storms going across Oklahoma and we would have geiting up
somewhere in that area to head towards Texas.

RoadRUNNER Motorcycle Touring & Travel
http://www.roadrunner.travel
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Ride for Kids top $112,000 in Marysville, Kansas Ci  ty

July 27, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Mary O. Ratcliffe

800-253-6530 or mratcliffe@rideforkids.org

Ride for Kids® closed out the month of July with great events
in Marysville, Ohio, and Kansas City, Kan., over the weekend.
The two rides raised a total of $112,327 for the Pediatric Brain
Tumor Foundation’s medical research and family support pro-
grams.

Ohio riders show sup-
port for kids
Honda of America
Manufacturing hosted the
18th annual Marysville
Ride for Kids® on Satur-
day, July 25. The event
attracted more than 200
people who brought
$65,359 in donations.
The police-escorted
ride went through four
covered bridges on its
tour of the Union County
countryside. Skies were
overcast, but the rain
held off until the Celebra-
tion of Life was under-
way. This program honored nine local brain tumor survivors,
from 8-year-old J.J. to PBTF scholarship recipient Caitlin.
Terri, mother of 10-year-old Jenna, fought back tears as
she expressed her appreciation. “Thanks to everyone here for
your faithfulness and dedication to support the work of the
Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation,” she said. “When your
child is diagnosed, you feel helpless. You all make a differ-
ence."
The riders also heard from Dr. Randal Olshefski, associate
chief of clinical practice for hematology and oncology at Na-
tionwide Children's Hospital in Columbus.

The first-place fundraisers were:
Individual : Gerald Keeler, $7,777
Club/Chapter : GWRRA OH-D3, $11,458

Motorcycle Business : Honda Marysville Motorsports, $9,258
The grand-prize Honda motorcycle winner was Ken Denman
of Marysuville.

Many thanks went to task force leader Art Baldwin and his
volunteer team for organizing a memorable Marysville Ride
for Kids®.

Kansas City keeps up
the pace

Over 250 motorcy-
clists and supporters at-
tended the sixth Kansas
City Ride for Kids® on
Sunday, July 26. To-
gether they raised
$46,968 for the PBTF.

The riders and their
police escorts left John-
son Community College
in Overland Park and en-
joyed a sunny ride
through scenic Heritage
Park and past Lake
Olathe.

Back at the college for
the Celebration of Life
program, the riders heard from 10 local brain tumor survivors,
including 8-year-olds Carter and Noah and PBTF college
scholarship recipients Alicia and Jennifer.

Dr. Richard Shore, assistant professor of pediatrics at Chil-
dren’s Mercy Hospital, said, “It takes a very long time to find
the answers in research.... What you are doing is so very im-
portant to these families.”

The top fundraisers were:
Individuals : Gary & Mary Droege, $5,432
Club/Chapter : Motorcycle Touring Assn. MO-1, $6,492

Motorcycle Business : Hub Cycle, $7,062

Don Decker of Lees Summit, Mo., won the drawing for a
Honda motorcycle.

Many thanks went to the local task force and event volun-
teers, led by Jeff Griswold, Darren Marshall, and Teresa
Meyer.

About the PBTF Ride for Kids®
The national Ride for Kids® program and the Pediatric

Brain Tumor Foundation (PBTF) promote childhood brain tu-

mor research and provide family support through free litera-

ture about brain tumors, educational newsletters, online con-

ferences and college scholarships. The next Ride for Kids®
events are on Aug. 2 in Hudson
Valley, N.Y., and Wisconsin. For
more information, go to
www.rideforkids.org/ or call 800-
253-6530.
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Ride To Natural Bridge, Virginia
Submitted by Harvey Wilson

The weekend of August 21 through 23 Pam and | tooéle up to
Natural Bridge, VA. This was Pam's last Fridaytbf6 summer so
we had a long weekend.

Now for you folks that look at maps, the simplestywo go was to
head up 1-64 to I-81 and arrive in three or so kour

Not for Pam and |, we did take a quick way arounchRiond even-
tually getting on US Rt 60 and heading west. & likis road as |
used to travel it frequently as a child in the fignoar. Eventually
we left the four lane part and the two lane begive followed this
in the 90+ degree heat into the mountains near AsthéA. We
then took a short southern turn onto RT 29 to dnéAds Scenic
Byways, Rt 130 which led over to Natural Bridgen this segment
we enjoyed riding through two areas where it had fained.

Finally we arrived at the Natural Bridge Hotel.n& we got there
about 500pm and we saw a sign that said you nerededvations
for the dinner meal, we asked about this and conly get a reser-
vation for 600pm which was fine with us.

We ate dinner which turned out to be a SeafoodeBufft was
really good with the Mediterranean Tuna being ugstanding.

After dinner we went for a walk and enjoyed theaare

Saturday morning we slept late and hustled dowthedining
room for the breakfast buffet. This was also vgogd especially
the biscuits and sausage gravy. After breakfestaited to rain
rather heavily.

We goofed around for a while and then Pam wentoo$ee the wax
museum. Finally after it had stopped raining we foelunch and
headed down to the Natural Bridge. We chose w@ttié bus down
instead of walking. The Bridge is really awesomd af course US
Route 11 runs across this bridge and has doneauaeifiorm or
another since white man started developing the area

Our walking tour of the area took some time as ti@ye an Indian
exhibit representing the Indians who lived in tiheasabefore white
man arrived, as well as several other exhibiteittude the lost
river. They have never been able to determine evitiés stream
comes from.

For dinner we met some riding friends at the Piaklifac Restau-
rant just up the road. The food was good and plehit. If you are
a fan of the 50's and 60's you would enjoy thitatgsint.

When we got back to the Hotel, we went immediatiglwn to the
Bridge to see the light show they put on calledDaevn of Creation.
It does have a very religious message but was ahjey One of the
best parts was when the lights were off an youd@ok up and
see the stars. What a glorious night it was.

Sunday morning dawned very late for me as | totallgrslept.
Fortunately the rains had moved out of the areaitands clear and
sunny. We hustled down to breakfast, but first metfriends who
were ready to ride so we saw them off and thenmetlto the
breakfast buffet.

After breakfast we packed up and headed out oweselVhe first
order of business was to ride across the NatulidbBron Route 11.
If it were not for a wooden fence on each sidehefliridge you
would never know you were crossing it.

Then we headed up rt 501 to the town of Buena Vista We
opted to ride through downtown and then turned easst Rt 60 and
rode up a mountain. This was a fun segment. étadb we turned
north on the Blue Ridge Parkway. Our ride on thekyay was
beautiful as always and the temps even dippediiedow 60's.

We jumped off the Parkway onto Rt 56 east. Thanis curvy,
exciting road with off camber turns, no shoulders] just plain fun
to ride. It goes by Crabtree Falls Park, whictvasth the time to
stop and hike to the falls.

Finally Rt 56 leads us to another Scenic Bywayl &t which even-
turally leads us to Rt 6, also a Scenic Byway eaiichmond. For
some of you older folks who remember the tv showtdvia Moun-
tain, the author was from Schyler, which is verysel by these two
roads as you can get there from either. They reove lthe Walton's
Mountain Museum which is in a school that the kielslly attended.

Then it was back to Rt 6 and follow a scenic rdaatRichmond.
OOPs, | forgot about our lunch stop in scenic Seilte. You can
get canoe rides there on the James River, andsthiad along that
area for smallmouth bass is pretty good.

Again, as we approached Richmond we opted for idpedads to
get home.

Since it was dinner time, and our son was theréegided to have
a traditional meal--we ordered pizza.
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Seeing Galena Is Believing

Location for the 2010 Gathering, submitted by Philip Andreassen

uring the Gathering | heard some talk that Galeaa %in

the middle of corn country and the roads are nattwad-

ing” and the area was described as “just like &t of the
area, flat and nothing but cornfields”. This wasdily opposite of
what | had previously heard of the area so on my lneame | went
through lowa to Galena, IL.

Approaching the area from the west On US20 | indeaslin the
middle of expansive, flat fields of Corn. About @@st of Dubuque,
IA | came to Dyersville, home of the “Field of Drea” and also the
Die Cast Farm Toy Museum. Then, about 6 miles wEBubuque
the terrain started to change.

What | saw was rolling hills and valleys below tiage top loca-
tion of US20. They extended to the north and sastfar as | could
see. US20 also started undulating with the temath continued to
do so through the town all the way to the MisgigsRiver. As |
approached the river | could see ridges towerireg the river on
the lllinois side.

| crossed over the bridge crossing the Missisdiipér and turned
right following the river south on a wide 4- lanigtway. This area
was flat and industrial for a couple of miles. Thesaw the warning
sign! It said the speed limit was 45 MPH and hadjaiggly arrow.
And the road narrowed (still 4 lanes)quickly anddmae a series of
tight S-curves for about a mile.

The road then widened and became a series of uirdutaveeping
curves for about 6 miles before suddenly turnirig &nd becoming
2 lanes about 2 miles outside of Galena. This raadilong the
ridge-top with great views to either side.

As | entered the city limits of Galena | came toe tisual signs of
civilization — Wal-Mart, fast food restaurants( Melalds, Carvers,
etc), a combination motel and campground (witlversning pool),
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and a couple of chain motels. This area also hadiitth school and
a small shopping center with a UPS store.

Just past the shopping center the trees came ds emlge and the 2
lane twisty highway followed the terrain down aatelely steep
hillside to an intersection. And lo and behold-the left was the
main street of Galena!

| turned and road down Main Street for about % nilee buildings
on both sides of the street are turn of the centtimgt’s the 20th
century not the 21st — and look like they werethyeékterday. They
are full of wonderful shops and businesses plasgelnumber of
restaurants. There were cars lining the streetlzem were proba-
bly over 100 motorcycles parked about. Side streeémed to run
vertically up the hills to Victorian mansions. Tiejls were travel-
ling up and down Main Street. If it weren't for thges of vehicles
and the dress of the people strolling through tea dwould have
sworn | returned to the early part of the last agyit

About halfway through town | turned right and wewer 1 block,
although Main Street seemed to go on forever. Tgrnight again, |
followed the river and the parks back to wheretesed Main Street.
Turning East on US20 | climbed up the hill pastdRtent U.S.
Grant's house, then went past a sign for anothapgesound, and
shortly thereafter was twisting my way along thaga tops looking
at the gorgeous scenery below. At points | coukdfee miles, and
at other times | was riding through heavy foregiad at no time

did | see terrain other than the undulating hifid dales of this area.
As a matter of fact | traveled about 30 miles t® sbuth before
finding “flat land”. Just before the “Great Rivep&d"(US20 is part
of it in this area) turned south was a park wittoaservation tower
proving a 360 degree view of the region. | canfsam that vantage
point there didn't appear to be a straight roathéregion.

After leaving the vantage point | turned south lom Great River
Road and came upon the Mississippi Pali-
sades State Park. After climbing a few
switchbacks | was able to walk out to some
wonderful views of the Mississippi River. |

also learned that the reason the area had such

wonderful terrain is that during the last ice
age there were no glaciers in this area and
therefore the ground wasn't flattened like the
areas to the east and west. And this area ex-
tends all the way to above Lacrosse, WI.
Geologists believe the land looks about the
same as it did during the last ice age and
some of the native species of plants are
thought to be ice age relics!

So | can flatly refute the claim that there is
“only flatlands and cornfields” in Galena.
The land is definitely rolling hills , forests,
and farmland. The riding is great, the views
are fantastic, and there is not a straight road
to be found near Galena! Plan on coming
and enjoying the next Gathering in Galena.
The landscape Beautiful.
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Our Visit To Galena, lllinois

Location for the 2010 Gathering, submitted by Harvey Wilson

On our way home from Spearfish, Pam and | rode
through Galena, IL.

Ouir first impression was right after we crossed the
Mississippi on US Rt 20 into East Dubuque, IL. We
were struck with the small town area as opposed to
big city feel of Dubuque on the other side of thisM
sissippi. After a short ride through part of toamd
then through the industrial area south of town g@lon
the river, US 20 started up the bluff area and imeca

a funroad. This was probably enhanced by the con-
struction work, repaving, and the fact we were on a
curvy road for a change.

US 20 continued to be fun till the outskirts of &z
when we hit the Shopping centers and such. This is
also the area of the Palace Campground. (We chatted
with the owner a couple days later and learned that
this campground isot for sale as reported at the 09
Gathering.) It is a very nice campground with what
appeared to be all tree shaded sites. More later!

As you follow Rt. 20 down the hill into downtown $foric Galena
you notice the change in buildings from new modstuff to build-
ings and homes that have been around for yearsioéget to the
bottom of the hill you have the actual town to ytaft or you can
follow RT 20 and head to the resort.

If you opt to go to the Chestnut Mountain Resdigrayou cross the
bridge over Galena River, be careful, go threekdand turn right
onto Black Jack Road. You will see a brown sigat gays Ski
Area. You are headed to the only Ski Area at Chetditountain
Resort.

After checking into the resort we sort of chilled & while and then
went to the dining facility for dinner. We bothcha fantastic filet
mignon, but Pam was not nearly as happy with hit rige as |

was with my mashed sweet potatoes. Both salads evarellent.

Breakfast the next morning was also quite gooddrge. After
Breakfast we took care of some stuff and then nikt Brin Mur-
phy. (more on this later). After a tour of theifiag and a long dis-
cussion, Pam and | headed out to meet with sorke &oid sightsee.

We headed downtown and had lunch at Boones. Neanted to
try the restaurant called Fried Green Tomatoesveuiound Boones
first and we were hungry. We took a number of phats we came
out into the downtown. Phil Andreassen provideziriost accurate
description of this town. He said, “It looks likemeone just built
an entire town but did it in the style of 1850-189&verything was
clean and nice. Later we did find Fried Green Tms and
learned that it is a nice Italian Restaurant alnapshe other end of
town from Boones.

After looking around downtown for a while, we
went to check the campground but the owner was
not present. So we went by U. S. Grant’s home
only to learn that it was closed on Mondays and
Tuesdays. We took a little ride down US RT 20
east/south of Galena. This was also a fun ride.
Eventually we turned off toward Hanover, ILL to
find Black Jack Road and return to the Resort.

We returned to the Resort for dinner again. An
interesting sidelight here was watching a family

of ground hogs play in the area below the restau-
rant during our meals. We also saw a number of
different birds, a raccoon raiding a trashcan & th
parking lot and a number of deer. | had a pasta
meal that was good and Pam thoroughly enjoyed
her salad.

(Continued on page 14)
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Group Motorcycle Riding Tips

Road Safety Tips from the City of Ottawa—submitted by Chris Schmelzle

- Staggered formation: a formation of motorcyclists in a
group in which the Lead Bike rides in the left track of a lane,
the next bike in the right track (slot), and the next bike in the
left track, and so on. Bikes in a group generally maintain a
minimum interval of two seconds travel time between bikes in
the same track, and one second travel time between each
bike in the group. In a staggered formation, a rider still com-
mands and may ride in the entire width of his lane as needed.
Group riders may also ride single file or two abreast. The
Drag Bike may ride in the left or right track depending on the
number of bikes in the group. It is preferable for the Drag Bike
to ride in the left track, so as to have the same visibility line as
the Lead Bike.

Although there are no specific rules or regulation under the
Highway Traffic Act of Ontario governing Motorcycle group
riding size, if you are going to be doing regular Club rides with
large groups of riders, you may want to consider the following
safety tips.

Have a group/riders meeting ahead of time and set the
ground rules for the day of your ride. (Note: This riders meet-
ing should be done by someone with considerable group rid-
ing experience.)

Some suggestions may include:

1. Divide the large group of riders into several smaller
groups. Have them leave at staggered times to the same des-
tination. This will be less intimidating to novice riders and
safer for other road users as well.

2. No passing within the lane.
3. Ride only in a staggered formation.
4. Safe and proper following distance between motorcycles.

5. Show and standardize a few basic hand signals for slow
down, debris on the road, etc.

6. ldentify the Ride Captain and Group Leader(s) to all rid-
ers and have them wear a reflective vest (i.e. orange safety
vest). Have novice riders in the group put a large “X” on their
back with contrasting tape to warn experienced riders to be
more patient and cautious around them. They may also wish
to wear a different coloured vest from the lead riders.

7. Circulate maps to your destination before the ride starts.
In the event that riders get lost or separated, they can still find
the destination at their own pace.

8. Ensure that lead riders are experienced and know where
they are going. They should also know how many bikes are in
their group and who the last M/C is in that group before leav-

ing.
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9. Consider having the last group be the more mature/
experienced riders with novice riders mixed together to keep
their speeds and skill levels more equal.

10. Have each rider wait for the rider behind them at intersec-
tions where there is a direction change. If a rider has fallen
back out of site, they may miss the turn.

11. Consider some basic helmet “Rider to Rider Communica-
tors” for long term club purchase and use for group rides by
the “Lead and Tail Gunner” riders.

12. In advance of the ride, designate a “Ride Emergency
Contact Person” for the day of the ride. This way, family mem-
bers know how to get in contact with someone participating in
the group ride incase of family emergencies. This contact per-
son would closely monitor that cell phone at all times the day
of the ride.

If you are an organized riders club and hold a Club Constitu-
tion to have elected officials, etc. Also consider seeking legal
advice as to where the Club stands when you sanction a large
club ride and assumed liability incase of accidents (i.e. Club
insurance for rides, etc.?).

These are just some suggestions to assist you with your
group rides and should not be limited to these alone. Hope-
fully some of these ideas will help you and your fellow riders
have a safe and long riding season

FROM THE EDITOR

We are currently gathering archived articles fromv&nture
Roads, Venture Roads, and Motorcycle Roads magatine
present interesting stories in newer issues.

If you have a story you would really like to seé¢hia next issus
please inform us and we will attempt to locatedhele.

Please let us know what you think of the new cohten

Howie

MOTORCYCLE ROADS
(articles and advertising only)
24737 Cushing Ave. - Eastpointe, Ml 48021
(586) 203-8935 - webmaster@mtariders.com

MTA OFFICE / MEMBER SERVICES
N7068 County Road C - Casco, WI 54205
(920) 837-7325 -(877) 833-3687
bikenut@centurytel.net - www.mtariders.com

Advertising :
(586) 203-8935

Subscriptions/Member Services
(920) 837-7325
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The Lady or the Tiger?
By John Obermiller
#01465

El Paso, Texas Volume 4, Number 1 (October 1987)

s a law-enforcement officer, | have knocked on mamgrs

with criminal warrants in my fist. At first | wasiper-

careful because of the danger, but eventuallydddpnto
complacency when the arrests became routine. Bartfadnd-to
hand combat or a bullet or two flying by, I'd be@aiert again,
approaching each door with my hand inside my codtray finger
on the trigger. | didn't know
what the other person was

Originally published in Venture Road,

MSF started raw, first-time riders in their coues®l trained them
up to examination day. On that day, the magaziig stiers, who
have tested motors over the years, were invitgdincthe group.
Results: all of the raw recruits who took the ceypassed and one
even got a perfect score. The old-timers didné far well; not one
got a perfect score and some flunked entirely.

| took the course before

going to do, so as soon as
possible | exercised some
control over what he was go-
ing to do or not do.

going to V-Daze, and | rec-

Take the course and learn how to neutraliz@mmend it to all my friends.
the actions of other drivers

It was especially nice to say
"Yes" at the rally when |
got an insurance quote and

Fellow riders, you are knock-

ing on that door at each intersection you com&tw are knocking
on the door on each stretch of highway. The peosothe other side
has a potentially lethal weapon in his or her hamd you must gain
control of the situation as soon as possible, faryife's sake.

| went to the law-enforcement academy to learn twgtay alive
and became an expert on the firing range as wetieRtly, three
officers were killed on an attempted bad checksariEhey must
have been complacent.

A bad-check arrest is about as serious as a tttadket, yet | also
have come under fire on a bad-check arrest.

The fact is, there is no place on the highway S#i@n any other to
ride. You must be alert always.

was asked if | had taken the
course. This course is being offered at most conityigolleges and
is usually scheduled so as not to interfere withkvszhedules.

Take the course. Learn how to neutralize the astadrother drivers
with "deadly weapon" vehicles before an accideipipeas.

Learn what to look for, and what evasive actiontte, just in case
you open the door with the tiger behind it.

You should consider going t
the "academy" also — the lif
you save may be your own.
Allow professionals to help

you. The professionals I'm

talking about are the instruc
tors of the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation.

oD <

They are continually trained
and their goal is to help you
combat your two potential

|
Twisted Trailz Motorcycle Tours Offers Discounts To Fellow
MTA Members

As a new member of the Motorcycle Touring Association,
we are offering a 15% discount on your total tour fees for
any of our 2009 tours that are booked before August 1,
2009!

Depending on the tour you choose, this could amount to
savings of more than $600!

enemies: (1) the other vehic
operators on the highway, a
(2) yourself — the compla-

cency within you. Especially|

It

e offer 3, 5, and 7 day guided motorcycle adventures throughout Arizona and the southwestern

nited States. Tour packages include professional tour guides, all route planning, nightly accom-

modations, some meals, and a support vehicle for emergencies and luggage transport on tours of
5 days or more.

vulnerable are those who
have ridden 50,000-100,000
miles or more and think ther
is nothing more to learn. Ou
own police motor patrol offi-
cers go through the course
every six months. In the Au-
gust issue of Road Rider
magazine was an article ent
tled "MSF Challenge." The

| Our premier 7 day “Awesome Arizona” tour is offered two more times this season in September

"and October. We still have a limited number of spots available for both tours and are trying to fill
these tours quickly! Be sure to mention this offer and use your discount on this tour to save up to
$600 on your total tour fees!

Visit our website at www.twistedtrailz.com or call us at 602-795-8888 for all the details!

“Come ride with us, the memories you take away ladt a lifetime!”
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(Galena—Continued from page 11)

The next morning, by the way
the wireless internet was easy
to connect to and worked fine,
we again had breakfast at the
Resort and | did eat a little
more heartily than the day be-
fore. Then we headed out to
the campground again to at-
tempt to locate the owners and
were quite successful and had
a nice chat.

While in Galena we visited

with representatives of the
Galena/Jodaviss county Visi-
tors Group, the Chamber of
Commerce, and chatted with a
number of folks. They offered
many suggestions on rides, and
places to go see and to eat.

We left Galena again by US

Rt20, mainly so | could ride it again and headedmto Elizabeth

Jul / Aug 2009

and over to Savanna to
look at some roads and
places to go. We had al-
ready checked some areas
in lowa to include the

Field of Dreams. | have
already planned a guided
tour to the Field of

Dreams and a lunch stop. |
am still working on the
timing for lunch and how
much time to leave at the
Field of Dreams.

Pictures are available and
will be furnished on re-
quest.

I will also attempt to an-
swer any questions about
the area or sites to see.

- Photos and story submitted by Pam and Harveydils
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Images from the 2009 Gathering
Spearfish, South Dakota—submitted by Ric Zittenfield

For more photos and information, please visit o@bgite at www.mtariders.com
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If you're among the thousands of respon-
sible adults who now tour America's
highways and byways on two wheels
instead of four, you need the protection
afforded by ANPAC's new AmeriCycle®
Insurance Program .

Assisted by motorcycle enthusiasts, AN-
PAC has designed a complete pro-
gram that addresses all of today's motor-
cycle rider's insurance needs:

- liability

- uninsured motorist protection
- medical payments

- comprehensive and collision

ANPAC's AmeriCycle® program covers
the risk of owning and riding a motorcy-
cle today. Under this program, the driver,
the passenger, AND the motorcycle are
all covered. What's more, coverage can
be extended to include accessories such
as trailers, sidecars, etc. With AmeriCy-
cle®, anybody can be an easy rider.

When you choose ANPAC's AmeriCy-
cle® you are in contact with a profes-
sional agent who lives and works in your
community, who understands your finan-
cial needs.

Your local American National agent will
meet with you personally to help you
make sure your family's insurance pro-
tection has the right features for you, so
that you're protected when you need it
most!

Should you have special needs, we can
custom tailor a program that fits you like
a good pair of riding gloves.

Keeping in touch with you is important
to us at ANPAC®. We want to answer
your questions and hear your feedback
about our web site, products, services,
and our company. We promise to re-
spond to you as soon as possible.

How can we help you?

24-Hour Claims Service
Toll Free: 1-800-333-2860

Policy Information
Contact your local agent or
Go to Client Services on the website

Mailing Address
American National Property
And Casualty Companies
American National Corporate Centre
1949 E. Sunshine
Springfield, MO 65899-0001

Central Fax Number

417-887-1801

* Please make sure your cover page
indicates the person or division that
your document should be routed to.

http://www.anpac.com

Group discounts are available to members of the following groups, simply pre-
sent your membership to your agent for your discount!

- AMA - American Motorcycle Assoc.
- AVA - American Voyager Assoc.

- BLUE KNIGHTS - Blue Knights International Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club
- BMWMOA - BMW Motorcycle Owners of America
- GWRRA - Gold Wing Road Rider Assoc.

- GWTA - Gold Wing Touring Assoc.
- HOG - Harley Owners Group

- HRCA - Honda Rider’s Club of America

- IBMC - Intl. Brotherhood of Motorcycle Campers
- MSF - Motorcycle Safety Foundation Instructor

- STAR - STAR Touring & Riding Assoc. (Yamaha)

- TRI - Trike Riders International

- VDOG — Vulcan Drifter Owners Group (Kawasaki)
- VROC - Vulcan Riders and Owners Club (Kawasaki)

- MTA - Motorcycle Touring Assoc.
- WOW - Women on Wheels
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Motorcycle Roads

ARTICLES can be mailed or e-mailed as

attached file. Electronic files should be]i

MS-Word or PDF.

PHOTOGRAPHS should be mailed or se
electronically as a medium- to high-res TI
or JPEG (150-300 DPI). For mailed phoft
please include a SASE if you would like
have them returned.

NEWSLETTER EDITORS: If you have
photos, please send them along with
newsletters!

Motorcycle Roads (c/o Howie KIlix)
24737 Cushing Ave.
Eastpointe, Ml 48021

an

nt
FF
oS,
to

our

webmaster@ mtariders.com
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Women'’s View
By Jerry Hart
#02422-01
Spotsylvania, Virginia
robably one of the most rewarding
and terrifying experiences of my
life was my decision to take the

Originally published in Venture Road,
Volume 4, Number 1 (October 1987)

how to make smoke with our brakes while keepinghmads up,
change gears smoothly, etc.

Motorcycle Safety Foundation's BeginningThen came the circles. While one group rode thaectraveling left,
Riding Course. | decided to undertake thisanother group rode an inner, smaller circle toritet. This exercise
venture for several reasons, the most pracwas my downfall — literally. When | applied the keathe throttle
tical being that | would be prepared in caseolled open and | went tearing through the outerlei When | real-
of any emergency; | could at least ride for ized what was happening, | immediately applied oot brake and

help.

Other not so practical reasons were my

need to prove to my boss that | am not

totally insane, the fact that | had my own
750 Maxim in the basement, and my adoration oflsavho ride.

In Virginia, the course is a three-day affair giv@rcommunity col-
leges by MSF-certified instructors. Friday evenivags classroom
instruction and a get-to-know-each-other session.

That seemed easy enough. The movies were cutktettaure nice
and my best friend and her son were there to delepieces to
my husband in case | blew it completely. | knew Daigk, one of
the instructors, through his VTS affiliation. Théner instructor,
Sam, seemed harmless enough. Okay, | thought -firsheession
wasn't so bad; I'll drive the 50 miles and comeki®aturday morn-

ing.

| should have known what kind of day it was goiade! | was a
half-hour early so | could meet everyone, but héldtaire in the
center lane of 1-95 at 60 mph and had absoluteige® how to
change it. (I'm a liberated woman — | don't pumpomn gas,
change tires or cut the grass.) After the niceceatian pointed out
that | was tightening,not loosening, the lug nuts, he changed my
tire and off | went to class.

Saturday morning was a review of the Friday eveniags and a
strong briefing on "safety on the range."

"Outside, you guys — let's see what you're madeTdfere they
stood! Twelve 250 Rebels that looked bigger andlbathan any
Venture I'd ever seen. "First you push it arouredghrking lot, just
to get the feel of the motorcycle,” the instructsagd. Hey, | can
push anything. It's riding | came to do. | wondevedy quietly why
all the turn signals and mirrors were either migsin dangling by
their wires, but decided not to ask.

Finally I mounted, started the engine, let out¢hgch and actually
moved. What an experience — so much power! Oh -aveho put
my feet on the pegs? Well, that doesn't seem todh hight? Wrong.
After many tries and the phrase | would hear a heshtéimes
("Faster, Jerry — it's easier at speeds over 10'y)nphccelerated
up to 15 or 20 mph.

Dominick and Sam took us through many experiencagfully
teaching, coaching and smiling us through eachoéser(l never
realized that if you smile, everything works mugiter.) We rode
through cones, corners to the left and cornerbdaight, learned
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locked up the rear wheel. Boy, can | make that eulsimoke!

All I could see was a Venture, a Goldwing and tBenheeler
parked at the far end of the course coming clddarew there was
a way to stop, but couldn't quite remember exastigt | was doing
wrong.

Finally, my motorcycle decided to help me out argtopped,
dumped me over the side, and we both just sat.tBam came over
quickly, picked up the bike, checked it out andisédit's fine. Now
you do the outer circle again." All this concernileh was still sit-
ting on the ground! My turn to get upright: nothibigken, just a
bruised ego and the growing feeling that a lungakmwould be
welcome so | could regroup. Secretly, | was glad $am made me
get right back on and that my friends were laughatgerwise |
might have been sitting there for the rest of thex

Saturday afternoon's session included more techrigith more
tightly placed cones, and practice time. | knowddact that my
husband, Wayne, doesn't do all those steps. Hgétston, | climb
into the passenger's seat and off we go.

Sunday we had classroom review and more rangegridiothing
really new from Saturday, just perfecting the skille'd learned
Saturday and getting ready for the TEST.

You are graded on the range and thenadjourn to the classroom
for a written exam. | can honestly say that wheeckived my card
and patch, | felt very gratified. It's good to kngau are prepared
and "can do" if necessary, along with the enjoynoémiding.

I may never ride alone, but | wouldn't trade thaekend. My hus-
band says | am a much better passenger on the iéemdw, and |
feel much more relaxed. | find myself understandifty Wayne
does what he does and | now anticipate his actibims.makes for a
more pleasant ride for both of us.

| have purposely not told you any how-to's of moyaie riding
here. Second-hand knowledge from a novice whoberioling
experience has been in a parking lot could be austgy or danger-
ous. The Motorcycle Safety Foundation coursesargfit by in-
structors who have much experience and knowledgeade directly
to you. The classes are highly recommended andweeth the
time and money.

The Better Biking Course, also given by MSF ingtous, was given
to Virginia Chapter 1. The participants had nothing praise after
completing it. They said they learned new and beitiing skills no
matter what their previous level of experience.
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Welcome to the McCall Campgrounds

Come to McCall Campground to experience the area's
finest recreational opportunities & outdoor lifestyle!

We are a family run campground & RV park offering 30
pull-thru RV sites & 30 tent sites, all of which are lo-
cated 2 minutes from McCall & 3 minutes from Payette
Lake.

Amenities: Include a convenience store, a children's
play area, volley ball & horse shoe pits. The camp-
ground offers RV hookups, place to do your laundry,
showers, dump station, pull-through sites, and a play-
ground for the kids. Pets are welcomed.

RV Rates: $22/night and $132/7 day week and
monthly rates $375.

Tent Rates: $10/2 people per night and $65/week and
$210 monthly

Shower/Laundry only $5

All prices include tax

For reservations call or E-Mail:

E-mail: mccallcampgroundandrvpark@gmail.com
Tel: 208-634-5165

Cell: 310-804-8481

We are open year round with limited winterized RV
sites

Location: 190 Krahn Lane, nr HWY 55. McCall, ID
83638
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MTA Membership Application (please print clearly)

Membership #

AMA # (If you are a member) (for renewals ¢
Member Name:

(First) (Initial) (Last) (Age)
Associate Name:

(First) (Initial) (Last) (Age)
Mailing Address
Street or P.O. Box: Phone Number: ()
City: State/Province: Postal Code:
E-mail Address: Motorcycle Make/Model

Optional Emergency Road Service Program—Just $28.00ear (U.S. funds)

The following information is necessary for the Egesicy Road Service Program. You can register ay mi#es as you own (none
older than 1980), bufOU MUST be the driver to be covered. Coverage expireshe expiration date of your membership. This
program has no grace period. If an associate medhiars their own bike and would like ERS coverdigey must also pay the
$28.00 (U.S. fund) fee.

* Coverage is limited to the first $100.00 of edctv. Certain restrictions apply.

Year Make Model License Plate #
Bike #1
Bike #2
__ NEW Regular Membership 1 year $40.00 US funds $

Includes Pin. Embroidered Patch, Membership Cardpfths of Motorcycle Roads as per new
membership rules, Annual Tour Directory, and numerdiscount opportunities.

___Regular Membership Renewal 1 year $20.00 US funds
__ NEW Associate Membership 1 year $10.00 US funds

Must be sponsored by Full Member. Includes alhefabove.
___Associate MembershifRenewal 1 year $5.00 US funds
__Emergency Road ServicéOnly with Membership $28.00 year US funds
Total Amount Enclosed(Outside North America— Add $8.00 per year to cover extra mailing cost) $
Referred by (for recruiter credit) MTA # (if known)
Method of Payment: Check or M.O. Visa Master Card
Member Signature: Associate. Signature:
Card Number: Expiration Date:
Signature: Date:

Annual Tour Directory — MTA Fellow Pages

Please include My Name and Telephone Number Please Do Not List
Please Include My e-mail Address

Additional Services | can provide to fellow membersre:
Pickup-Up Truck/Bike Trailer Tent Space Lodging Tech ‘N Tools

Where did you hear about the MTA?

Will you be joining a Chapter? Yes No
(If yes, NameCbiapter)

Motorcycle Touring Association « N7068 Cty Rd. C €asco, WI 54205
Toll Free: 877-833-3687 * Phone & Fax 920-/837-73g%ll for Approval)




N7068 County Road C
Casco, WI 54205
(920) 837-7325 -(877) 833-3687
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